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MPreventing Northkorea's Nuclear Breakout
- by Robert S. Litwak
- Woodrow Wilson Center
- February 2017, Updated August 2018

A 2015 study by David Albright of the Institute for Science and
International Security Studies analyzed the possible trajectories for
North Korea ’'nuclear-weapon programs. The DPRK’s projected
acquisition of weapons-usable material was the key determinant
driving three alternative futures for the year 2020: a low end
projection of 20 weapons; a medium projection of 50 weapons; and a
high-end projection of 100 weapons. In the worst plausible growth
scenario, North Korea, a failed state, could have a nuclear arsenal

just under half the size of Britain's within three years!
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